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WELSHPOOL. 

20th  June , IQ39- 

To  the  Chairman  arid  M embers  of  the  Llanfyllm 

Rural  District  Council . 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  dealing  with 
Vital  Statistics  and  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area 
for  the  year  1938. 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  under  review  are  somewhat 
better  than  those  for  the  year  1937. 

The  Death  Rate  is  lower  as  is  also  that  for  Cancer, — while 
the  Birth  Rate  is  higher. 

The  population  continues  to  shrink  and,  in  view  of  this 
fact,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  birth  rate  might  continue  to 
fall  while  the  death  rate  will  increase — although  the  average 
age  at  death  will  probably  increase  also. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  the  various  Public  Water 
Supply  schemes  are  now  completed  and  are  much  apprec- 
iated. 

One  or  two  villages  and  hamlets  are  still  without  satisfac- 
tory water  supplies  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  difficulties  which 
now  prevent  the  carrying  out  of  schemes  of  water  supply  to 
these  places  will  shortly  be  overcome. 

It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  the  scheme  for  Scavenging  the 
numerous  hamlets  and  villages  is  now  in  operation  and 
should  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  general  health  in  that 
dumps  can  now  be  supervised,  controlled  and  reduced  in 
number. 

The  question  of  the  erection  of  much  needed  new  houses  still 
remains.  While  some  houses  have  been  erected  there  is  a 
great  and  urgent  need  for  very  many  more  and  it  is  to  be 
sincerely  hoped  that  nothing  will  serve  to  prevent  the  early 
erection  of  these  much  desired  dwellings. 

I would  beg  to  take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  my  best 
thanks  to  the  Clerk  and  his  staff  for  their  ever  ready  help 
and  assistance  during  the  year,  and  I would  also  thank  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  and  his  Assistant  for  their 
ready  co-operation  and  the  rapid  way  in  which  they  have 
acquainted  themselves  with  the  many  difficulties  peculiar  to 
this  very  wide  and  scattered  area. 

I beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  MILTON  JONES, 

M.B..  Ch.B. 


. 

0 

I 


3 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  of  District — 163,477  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Population  for  mid-year  193S 
— 10,830. 

Population  (1931  Census) — 11,487. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 2,867. 

Rateable  Value — ^53,730. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £231  9s.  2d. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total . 
15° 


M. 

79 

4 


F. 

7i 

9 


Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population — 15*05. 
Still  Births — Male,  2 ; Female,  3;  Total — 5. 

Rate  per  thousand  Total  Births — 29-7. 


Deaths — Males,  64;  Females,  83;  Total — 147. 

Death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population— 1 2*65. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child  Birth— 
From  Sepsis — 1.  From  other  causes — 1. 

Number  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  : — 

Males,  Nil  ; Females,  8 ; Total — 8. 
Legitimate,  6 ; Illegitimate,  2. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  I year  of  age: 

All  Infants  per  thousand  live  births — 49*08. 

Legitimate  Infants  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births — 36  8 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  thousand  illegitimate  live  births — 12*28 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 15. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) — Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — Nil. 

Deaths  fron  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) — Nil. 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 15*1. 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — n*6. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  thousand 
live  births — 3*08. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  thousand 
births — 2*97. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  thousand  live 
Births — 53. 
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Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  area  per  thousand  estimated  resident 
population — *42. 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions — 15-6. 

Average  age  at  death  of  those  who  died  in  the  area  (excluding 
still-births)  during  the  year — 63-3  years. 

Average  age  at  death  of  those  who  died  from  Tuberculosis  (all 
forms)  in  the  area  during  the  year — 53  years. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Two  maternal  deaths  took  place  during  the  year — these  occurred 
in  patients  who  were  transferred  to  Hospitals  for  treatment  of  ab- 
normal conditions  associated  with  pregnancy. 

Although  most  expectant  mothers  are  now  supervised  under  the 
county  ante-natal  schemes  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  expectant 
mothers  are  still  reluctant  in  bringing  their  conditions  to  the  notice 
of  those  who  can  give  them  much  useful  help  and  advice  in  their 
condition. 

It  is  noted  also  that  more  mothers  now  enter  Hospital  for  their 
confinements.  This  is  due  to  the  efficiency  of  these  institutions 
and  partly  to  the  fact  that  it  is  becoming  more  difficult  to  obtain 
general  help  on  such  occasions. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Infant  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  numbered  8 — all  being  females  ; 
of  these  six  were  legitimate  and  two  were  illegitimate.  (There 
were  thirteen  illegitimate  Births  during  the  year). 

Three  deaths  amongst  infants  occurred  in  Hospital.  The  parents 
in  each  case  had  been  removed  to  Hospital  for  delivery,  there  being 
malformation  of  the  infant  in  each  case. 

Three  deaths  were  due  to  Congenital  Debility,  one  to  prematurity 
and  one  at  five  months  to  Broncho  Pneumonia.  With  the  except- 
ion of  the  latter  all  deaths  took  place  within  14  days  of  Birth. 

Social  Services  and  Industries  in  the  area. 

Agriculture  is  the  chief  industry  and  stock  raising  and  fattening 
occupy  the  greater  number  of  those  engaged  in  agriculture.  Milk 
production  in  increasing  quantities  is  mainly  limited  to  the  Southern 
and  Eastern  portions  of  the  area. 

There  is  practically  no  unemployment  in  the  area.  The  farming 
community  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  sufficient  labour  with  the  result 
that  agriculture  in  the  area  is  becoming  moie  mechanized. 

There  is  a certain  amount  of  sporadic  quarrying  of  stone  and 
slate  in  the  district  but  the  numbers  of  men  employed  are  few  and 
employment  is  irregular. 

Road  maintenance  and  road  improvement  schemes  continue  to 
absorb  a number  of  men  but  here  again  employment  is  intermittent. 


Causes  of,  and  ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1938. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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All  Causes — Certified 

m 

3 8 

] 

1 

7 

32 

87 

,,  Uncertified 

t 

> t 

1 

3 

3 

4 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Fevers 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

system 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis  diseases... 

0 

i 

1 

Syphilis 

General  Paralysis  of  the  in- 
sane, tabis  dorsalis 
Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

5 

10 

1 

7 

7 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrage,  etc.  ... 

8 

14 

6 

16 

Heart  Disease 

16 

19 

1 

5 

29 

Aneurysm 

Other  Circulatory  diseases  ... 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  diseases... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

Diarrhoea,  etc.,  under  2 years 
Appendicitis  ... 

Cirrhossis  of  Liver  ... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc... 
Other  Digestive  diseases 

5 

0 

1 

1 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

1 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 
Congenital  Debility,  Premat- 

1 

1 

ure  Birth,  Malformations, &c. 

0 

7 

7 

Senility 

Suicide  

5 

10 

15 

Other  Violence 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

Other  defined  diseases 
Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

6 

6 

1 

6 

TOTALS  ( 

34  i 

33 

8 

1 

2 

10 

35 

91 

t0ta^  deaths  69  were  of  persons  of  70  years  and  upwards 
and  28  were  of  persons  of  80  years  and  upwards. 


The  following  Table  summarizes  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District 

for  the  Years  1926 — 1938. 


Per  1,000  Population. 

Per  1,000  Births 
(Live  and  Still). 

Year. 

Birth  Rate. ' 

] 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate 
from  Tub- 
erculosis. 

Death  Rate 
from 
Cancer. 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths  under 
1 year. 

1926 

207 

12  6 

1007 

115 

3T 

39 

1927 

191 

133 

*6 

1*4 

12  8 

47 

1928 

15-6 

140 

•99 

T48 

5-3 

58 

1929 

18-0 

16-0 

14 

1*5 

94)3 

84 

1930 

18-8 

11-5 

•7 

T9 

Nil 

63 

1931 

18-0 

13-6 

0-68 

T63 

9*5 

81 

1932 

20T 

144 

013 

T88 

8-5 

51 

1933 

141 

146 

013 

2-25 

Nil 

55 

1934 

15  7 

13-8 

0-53 

2-28 

5-37 

100 

1935 

16-2 

12-9 

0-62 

1*4 

Nil 

41*6 

1936 

141 

131 

054 

T8 

57 

53-8 

1937 

13  7 

146 

0-63 

21 

617 

46‘6 

1938 

1505 

1265 

CD 

■ 

1*38 

11*9 

491 

SECTION 
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B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area. 

I.  (a)  One  Part  Time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(^)  One  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  who  also  acts  as 
Food  Inspector. 

(*•)  One  unqualified  assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(d)  One  County  Health  Visitor  who,  amongst  her  other 
duties,  supervises  Midwives  and  District  Nurses,  and 
who  is  appointed  by  the  County  Council. 

Following  a re-adjustment  of  the  nursing  areas,  Seven 
duly  qualified  District  Nurses  — appointed  by  the 
County  Nursing  Committee,  are  employed  in  the  area. 

II.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities:  No  change. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities:  as  previously  reported  and  as 
a result  of  joint  action  with  neighbouring  Councils  an 
Ambulance  stationed  in  Oswestry  is  available  for  the 
service  of  any  patients  requiring  transport.  This 
scheme  is  functioning  well  and  is  much  appreciated. 

(<r)  Nursing  in  the  Home: 

(i)  General  Nursing:  No  change. 

(ii)  Nursing  of  Infectious  Cases:  No  change. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics:  No  change. 

(<f)  Hospitals — Public  and  Voluntary:  No  change. 

III.  There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  (including  Maternity  Homes) 

in  the  area. 

section  c. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

Llanfair  Caereinion. — On  the  whole  this  is  now  satisfactory 
although,  during  certain  periods  there  seems  to  be  a shortage  in 
the  upper  portion  of  the  village.  This  would  very  probably  be 
remedied  were  larger  storage  tanks  installed.  The  two  existing 
tanks  are  hardly  sufficient  for  a village  of  this  size  and  I am  pleased 
to  know  that  the  Council  are  negotiating  for  a site  for  an  additional 
large  reservoir. 

Meifod.  — As  reported  in  my  last  annual  report,  a new  water 
supply  scheme  has  been  completed  in  this  Village 
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Llansantffraid,  Llanerfyl,  Penybontfawr,  Llangynog  and 
Voel.  — New  schemes  have  been  completed  in  each  of  these  villages 
and  a satisfactory  supply  is  available. 

Llanfechain. — The  water  supplies  in  this  Village  remain  as 
previously  reported. 

Sources  of  water  and  approaches  to  wells,  springs,  etc.,  are  in- 
spected by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  who  gives  the  necessary  advice 
when  and  where  necessary. 

During  the  year  no  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  works  of  major  importance  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  continually  receiving  complaints  con- 
cerning defective  sewers  and  drains  and  these  are  rectified  whenever 
possible.  As  a whole,  the  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  numerous 
villages  and  hamlets  in  the  area  are  unsatisfactory  and  the  question 
of  constructing  modern  systems  ought  to  be  discussed. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  check  the  pollution  of  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  area  and  better  scavenging  arrangements  have  cer- 
tainly improved  matters.  Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
scavenging  of  certain  properties  near  a river  and  two  refuse  tips 
situated  on  river  banks  have  been  closed.  Notices  have  also  been 
erected  warning  the  public  not  to  tip  refuse  except  on  the  recognised 
tips  controlled  by  the  Council. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  pail  closet  is  the  type  generally  in  use  throughout  the  district 
but  in  remote  dwellings  insanitary  privies  are  still  in  use. 

An  increasing  number  of  houses  at  e provided  with  water  closets 
which  for  the  most  part  drain  into  cesspools.  Disposal  of  the  sew- 
age appears  satisfactory  and  there  are  few  complaints.  In  Voel  and 
Penybontfawr  and  in  the  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  following  par- 
ishes the  removal  of  pail  contents  is  carried  out  by  the  Council 
under  contract : — Llanfair,  Llangynog,  Llanrhaiadr  (Mont),  Meifod, 
Llanerfyl,  Llangadfan,  Llanfechain,  Llansantffi aid,  Llandysilio, 
Llandrinio  and  Carreghofa. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Cleansing  of  Cesspools. 

The  Council  do  not  undertake  the  cleansing  of  Cesspools. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

I pointed  out  in  my  last  annual  report  that  the  arrangements  for 
scavenging  many  of  the  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  district  were 
unsatisfactory.  In  Llanfair,  Llangynog,  Llanrhaiadr  (Mont)  and 
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Meifod  house  refuse  was  collected  and  removed  to  specified  tips 
under  contract,  hut  in  some  of  the  remaining  parishes  householders 
had  to  make  their  own  arrangements  for  removing  their  refuse  and 
there  was  an  obvious  need  for  a more  extensive  scavenging  scheme. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  an  improved  scheme  is  now  in  oper- 
ation. In  addition  to  the  parishes  mentioned  above,  the  village  of 
Voel  is  scavenged  and  all  the  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  parishes 
of  Llanerfyl,  Llangadfan,  Llanfechain,  Llansantffraid,  Llandysilio, 
Llandrinio  and  Carreghofa.  In  each  case  the  contents  of  pail  closets 
and  dust  bins  are  emptied  weekly  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
secure  the  provision  of  suitable  bins  and  pails  to  all  premises  which 
have  need  of  them. 

The  new  scavenging  scheme  commenced  on  the  17th  of  April  1939 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  within  two  months  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  scheme  the  number  of  pails  and  bins  dealt  with  weekly 
has  been  trebled. 

The  unsatisfactory  tips  at  Llansantffraid  and  Llanfechain  have 
now  been  closed  and  a new  tip  acquired  at  Carreghofa,  to  which 
most  of  the  refuse  is  removed.  Tips  are  also  in  use  at  Meifod, 
Llanfair,  Llanrhaiadr  and  Llangynog. 

The  tip  at  Llangynog  is  not  satisfactory  and  it  is  hoped  to  close 
it  in  the  near  future. 


Sanitary  Inspections. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  inspections  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 

Bake-houses 


1 

2. 


3- 

4- 

5. 

6. 
7- 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Factories 
Workshops  ... 

Ashpits  and  Privies 
Other  Nuisances 


9i 
1 1 
620 

4 

20 

15I 

10 


Inspections  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 


II. — Number  of  defects  found: — 

(a)  Defective  Ceiling 4 

(b)  Defective  Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  I0 

(c)  Insufficient  Light  and  Ventilation  ...  i4 

(d)  Want  of  Lime-washing  ...  ...  ...  28 

(e)  Defective  drainage  ...  ...  ...  5 

(/)  Other  defects  t r 
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III. — Number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Informal  32 

(b)  Statutory Nil 

During  the  past  twelve  months  a large  number  of  producers  have 
applied  for  “ Accredited  ” licences  and  this  has  enabled  me  to  secure 
many  and  extensive  improvements  to  cowsheds.  Speaking  gener- 
ally it  is  found  that  most  cow-houses  require  certain  improvements 
before  they  can  be  considered  suitable  for  producing  “ Accredited” 
milk.  The  above  table  indicates  that  the  old  cow-houses  were  not 
sufficiently  lighted  and  ventilated,  lacked  proper  drainage  arrange- 
ments, and  the  condition  of  the  floors  and  roofs,  etc.,  were  unsatis- 
factory. Frequently  it  was  found  that  old  cow-houses  were  too 
narrow  and  considerably  under  the  standard  width  recommended 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

In  spite  of  substantial  improvements  during  the  year,  there  still 
remain  many  dairy  premises  which  could  be  improved  and  your 
officers  will  continue  to  give  every  assistance  to  dairy  farmers  in 
this  connection. 


Shops  and  Offices. 

No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  district. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  necessary. 

Swimming  Bath  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Bed  bugs  do  not  not  appear  to  exist  in  this  area  and  no  action 
is  therefore  necessary. 

Schools. 

Routine  examination  of  school  children  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  and  his  Staff. 

At  such  examinations  defects  are  discovered  and  instruction  given 
as  to  how  such  defects  should  be  attended  to. 

The  general  standard  of  health  of  school  children  is  gradually 
improving. 

Extensive  re-organization  of  Educational  methods  in  the  County 
is  taking  place.  This  will  entail  the  erection  of  new  school  premises 
to  meet  with  the  new  requirements. 
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One  such  new  school  is  being  erected  in  the  parish  of  Llangadfan 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  new  building  will  incorporate  facilities  for 
the  drying  of  wet  clothes — the  preparation  of  meals,  etc. 

This  school  will  replace  the  present  very  unsatisfactory  structure 
in  the  parish  of  Garthbeibio. 

It  is  anticipated  that  further  and  similar  new  schools  will  be 
erected  in  the  area — the  exact  locations  in  some  instances  have 
already  been  decided  upon  and  building  should  commence  at  an 
early  date. 

During  the  year  the  general  health  appears  to  have  been  very 
satisfactory  and  there  was  a marked  absence  of  epidemic  illness 
with  the  result  that  there  were  no  school  closures — a very  satisfac- 
tory state. 

As  the  structure  appears  to  have  become  unsafe  the  Meifod 
School  was  closed  and  the  children  are  receiving  their  education 
in  chapel  vestries,  etc. 

A suitable  site  has  been  acquired  for  the  erection  of  a new 
school  and  building  operations  will  commence  at  an  early  date. 

As  supplies  are  now  freely  available  all  school  children  should  be 
given  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  Grade  A,  T.T.  milk  in  school. 
Such  milk  should  be  taken  uncooked  and  even  small  quantities 
taken  daily  would  generally  benefit  children. 


SECTION  D. 

!.  Inspection  of  Dwelling- Houses  during  the  year  : 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

Housing  Defects  under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts  113 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  204 

2.  ( a ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  [included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above  ] which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  34 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  69 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  20 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  • no 
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II.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ..  ...  ...  ...  12 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

( a ) By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  T jocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

( b ) Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  Nil 

A large  number  of  informal  notices  have  been  served 
which  will  be  included  and  reported  upon  in  my 
annual  report  for  1939. 

(r)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936 : — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( d ) Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ..  ...  •••  •••  • ••  •••  •••  Nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  Nil 
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IV.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  iv — Overcrowding: 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  26 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  143 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  dur- 

ing the  year.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  139 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  Nil 

( c ) Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  ...  Nil 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  wholesale  milk  producers  in  the  area  is  260,  and 
during  the  year  each  of  these  have  been  inspected  and  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  figures  given  under  Sanitary  Inspections,  many 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order. 

A close  supervision  of  dairy  and  other  herds  is  maintained  by  the 
local  staff  of  the  Veterinary  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agric- 
ulture. 

Cattle  are  periodically  examined  and  those  found  not  up  to 
the  required  standard  are  duly  excluded. 

1 he  various  supervising  authorities  constantly  examine  samples 

of  milk  and  this  also  is  carried  out  by  the  larger  purchasers  of 
milk. 

In  view  of  the  close  and  constant  supervision  which  is  being 
exerted— combined  with  the  intelligent  interest  and  active  co-oper- 
ation of  the  milk  producers — a more  satisfactory  and  safe  article  of 
food  is  now  being  produced. 

1 he  greater  consumption  of  such  milk  would  be  of  much  value 
to  children  especially. 
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Meat  and  other  Foods. 

There  are  26  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  which  are  regularly 
inspected.  Some  of  these  are  very  unsatisfactory  and  should  be 
closed. 

No  figures  are  availabe  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  area. 

The  experience  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  connection  with 
the  Tuberculin  Test  survey  indicates  that  the  incidence  of  Tuber- 
culosis amongst  cattle  in  this  district  is  very  low  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  found  no  carcases  affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

A small  quantity  of  canned  meat  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  was  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Adulteration,  etc. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act  1928  is  administered  by 
the  County  Council. 

Nutrition. 

As  last  report. 

SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases. 

38  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
against  41  during  the  year  1937. 

Of  these  14  were  Tuberculous. 

Scarlet  Fever  persisted  in  a very  mild  form — so  mild  that  many 
infected  children  did  not  appear  to  be  ill  or  incommoded  in  any  way 
and  continued  to  attend  school.  9 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
notified. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  although  information  was 
received  from  two  separate  sources  that  contacts  had  moved  into  the 
area.  These  cases  were  investigated  and  instructions  as  to  pre- 
cautions to  be  taken  were  given  to  the  guardians  of  the  children 
concerned. 

There  were  no  admissions  of  infectious  cases  into  Isolation  Hosp- 
itals during  the  year. 

Twelve  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  and  4 deaths  from 
Pneumonia  (all  forms)  reported.  Two  of  these  deaths  took  place 
in  institutions  outside  the  area. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  cases  of  Puerperal  fever  were 
recorded. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  Diseases  notified  (7  uberculosis 
excepted)  during  the  year  : 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

• • • 

Nil 

• • • 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

12 

• • • 

Nil 

• • • 

4 

Erysipelas 

2 

• • • 

Nil 

• • 

Nil 

Age  Incidence  of  Infectious 

Cases  Notified. 

Disease. 

Under 

1 year.  1 2 

3 

4 5 10  15 

20 

35  45  65 

Scarlet  Fever 

. . — — — 

— 

-44  — 

1 

— — — 

Pneumonia 

— — 1 

2 - 

-212 

2 

— — 2 

Erysipelas 

• • 

1 1 

Totals 

— — 1 

2 - 

-652 

3 

— 13 

Disinfection  of  infected  premises  is  carried  out  whenever  and 
where  necessary  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  under  the  Public  Health  (Small  pox)  Regulations. 

No  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  or  Scarlet  Fever  was 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  supplied  by  you,  through  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  to  practitioners  in  the  area,  free  of  charge. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  infected 
clothing  can  be  sterilized  in  the  sterilizing  apparatus  maintained  in 
the  Llanfyllin  Institution. 

Under  certain  conditions  infected  clothing  is  destroyed.  Where 
this  is  done  on  the  advice  of  your  officials  you  re-imburse  the 
owners  to  the  extent  of  the  value  of  the  articles  so  destroyed. 

Incidence  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  appears  to  have 
been  rather  lower  than  the  average  and  mild  in  character. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  2 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1925. 

Fifteen  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year 
as  against  seven  new  cases  in  1937. 

Of  these  8 were  females  and  7 were  males. 
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There  were  io  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  5 of  non 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Of  the  Pulmonary  cases,  5 were  males  and  5 were  females. 


Of  the  non-pnlmonary  cases,  2 were  males  and  3 were  females. 

Seven  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year,  6 being  Pulmonary 
and  1 being  non-Pulmonary. 


Of  the  Pulmonary  cases,  3 were  males  and  3 were  females.  The 
non-Pulmonary  death  was  that  of  a female. 

Classification  of  New  Cases  of,  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
according  to  age  and  sex  : — 


NEW  CASES  Notified.  , DEATHS. 


Age  Periods.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Years.  M.  F M.  F.  M.  F M.  F 


1—  5 ... 

— 

— 



___ 

_____ 

5—10  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



10—15  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



20—25  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



25—35  ... 

— 

2 ... 

— 

2 ... 

— 

1 ... 

— 1 

35—45  ... 

2 

2 ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 



45—65  ... 

2 

1 ... 

1 

1 ... 

2 

2 ... 

— — 

Over  65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

Totals  ... 

5 

5 ... 

2 

3 ... 

3 

3 ... 

— 1 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  average  age  of  new  cases  notified 
was  44-8  years  the  youngest  being  28  years  and  the  oldest  being  70 
years. 

The  average  age  of  those  who  died  as  a result  of  Tuberculosis 
was  52-2  years,  the  youngest  being  30  years  and  the  eldest  being  70 
years. 

Death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  for  the  period  1926--1936  (inclusive) 
in  the  area  was  *72  per  thousand  while  the  County  rate  for  the  same 
period  was  85  per  thousand. 


Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  appears  to  be  good — all 
patients  dying  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  had  been  prev- 
iously notified  as  suffering  from  that  disease. 

When  necessary  disinfection  of  infected  premises  is  carried  out 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  who  gives  general  instruction  as  to 
how  to  avoid  infection. 
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Patients  with  suspicious  or  vague  symptoms  are  now  more  ready 
to  submit  to  investigation  under  the  control  of  the  Staff  of  the 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association. 

The  work  of  the  latter  organization  is  very  much  appreciated 
and  the  relations  between  it  and  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the 
area  are  excellent. 

Positive  and  suspected  patients  are  very  closely  supervised  by 
the  Staff  of  the  Association  and,  when  necessary,  are  admitted 
into  the  Institutions  of  the  Association  for  investigation  or  treat 
ment. 

Patients  who  received  Institutional  Treatment  in  Hospitals  and 
Sanatoria  of  the  Association  during  1938  : — 


In  residence  1st  January,  1938  ...  ...  3 

Admitted  during  1938  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Discharged  during  1938  ...  ...  ...  6 

In  residence  1st  January,  1939  ...  ..  3 


Of  the  6 discharged,  2 died,  2 were  quiescent,  1 took  own  dis- 
charge and  1 was  discharged  having  no  active  signs. 

Those  discharged  had  between  them  a total  of  93  weeks  of 
treatment  in  the  Institutions  of  the  Association. 


Laboratory  Work  and  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  are  carried  out  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories,  Manchester,  by  arrangement  with  the 
County  Council. 

Examinations  of  material  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  are  carried  out  by 
the  Laboratory  Staff  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association 
at  Cardiff. 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  taken. 

I he  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  Shrewsbury  serves  the  area  and 
patients  requiring  treatment  are  referred  to  this  Hospital. 

Blind  Patients  are  supervised  by  the  County  Health  Authorities 
assisted  by  a Health  Visitor,  through  whose  agencies  much  apprec- 
iated wireless  sets  have  been  issued  to  many  blind  persons. 
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Cancer. 

Fifteen  deaths  from  Cancer  were  reported.  Of  these,  io  were 
females  and  5 were  males. 

Ages  at  death  ranged  from  48  years  to  78  years  and  the  average 
age  at  death  was  63  years. 

From  this  and  previous  reports  it  will  be  seen  that  Cancer 
continues  to  take  a high  toll  from  amongst  the  middle  aged  and 
older  people  of  the  area. 

During  the  year  various  lectures  were  delivered  on  the  subject 
of  Cancer  in  various  localities  in  the  area. 

The  aim  of  these  lectures  was  to  stress  the  importance  of  early 
investigation  of  vague  and  indefinite  symptoms  and  to  institute  as 
early  as  possible  remedial  measures  when  once  the  diagnosis  of 
Cancer  was  established. 


